
Dear Hr. Ahearne: 
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· The difficulty of cleanii9 'up r&dibactivity deposited. on su:!aees 
and thus the radiation dose involved ~ the workers ia likely to in
crease with ti=e. Therefore, unne:essary delay in itself CL~ ~ause 
increased dose. Thia provide• additional incentive to proceed wi~ 
each phase of the cleanup aa early a1 practicable. 
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Jteepinq the core protectet! so' .. that ·· the' ·lar'ae· auanti ties 
of radioactivity still contained therein are not ·released 
to the prica.ry coolant ·BYste:u :and the.: containment •. ' . . . , 
If released, they woald ·q~eatly. i?c;ease the :~~diation dose 

to workers involved in cleanup_ an~ recovery o~ the P,lant L~d poten- ·· 
t i al l.y result in additional o~f-'iite releases• ·. There are two 
pri ncipal mechanisms which co~ld~ result .ln 'turther core damage 
and release of additional radleactivityt.·:::- While neither is likely 
in ani absolute sense, they ·are real, .. tlot!cjuantifiable, will persist 
until the core is removed, · and ' increuei :With: time. They are: 

• • • • I • : 'a: • • .• • • • • • • . . .. "' . 
Recri ticality o!-the =ore : ~ue· ta·losa of. effective 
poison. r.'hile the poi'son .i:Orice.Qtration ·is closely 
monitored and maintained;'r:t:hia,· can only. be done on the 
basis of coolant ·cacpla~ ~1iiawn . fro:ftha ·loop. With the 
very low flow rates in the ·pl"ant and the d.isturbed 
geometry o~ the cor~, .the_re_!is leas than :the normal 
assurance that that actual poison concentration through
out the core will continua ' to .be adequately represent~ 
by the sample. · · · ... .' . ·:"'·.:· . · •.· . :.· · . 

•• ~.: • • • # • • • • • • •• • 

Uncoveri ng of the cora du~ ··to .. losc:.~f water. ·· Although 
the pl~t is at lbw t~rature and pressure, the pri
Dary coolant chemistry ia relatively unconttolled and 
the exterior surfaces of .the pril:ia....-y coolant system 
have been, and continua to .be; exposed' to an unfavor
able environment for which ~ey were not :decigned. A 

· non-isolable primary coolant leak below :the ·core could 
pose so:ne· incrl!:lent 9~ . .FJ.I!.~ .. fo~. ·fur~J'~~: =<=9.r.!_~~~g~·.: 

1
: . • 

and woul d defini te~an.-.:tbe.:xolume ... ,of_-r.adioacl;..L'U ... 
water to be cleaned up evan though the plant systems 
and procedu.=es do provide oethods for ~ling of the 
core under this adverse condition • 

• • • • • • a • 

Minitdzinq the riak ot . further-:·core ·daiiaqe: ~nd-·the =ass~c1ated 
release of additional radioactivi;y requires expeditious cleanup. 
The schedule i s controlled by containment purginq, containment entry, 
cleanup and re!:loval of the water in the reactor building s~p, de
cont~~nation , and estabtis~ent of a no~l atmo;phere and envi ron
ment wi thi n the Containment Building. 

He fully recognize the public sensit~vity to cleanup operations 
at Three Mile Island. However, the t.-ue public interest is in safety. 
There is apparently a misconception in many places which equates 
safety with zero discharges frc= the site. This is not a correct vi ew. 
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Some low-level releases . are . nece¥6ary:!antf.;~rnple.tely ·acceptable. We 
believe it is incw:lbent on ·the Cc::dssion··.-and ~u& ::t9 ;Daka this clear 
and, more importantly, to :base cS.ec1ai~i1s J?.n··:i ~ •. :-:wa also believe 
that protracted delays unnecessarily..:itic;r~as.e · ·the public · anxiety 
and imply a far greater significance: .l;han · i 's ' warranted to the 
controlled releases that are necess~· in ·eo~junction with pro-

d
. • th 1 • .. . . . ;·• .... • . . .. ... . . . cee 1.n9 Wl c ea.nup. . . _ ; .. . :,, ·.. •.; ' · ~. : : 

• • •• " . . ....... ~·':. · • · ·"":\A" 0 : • • • • •• ,:..· .. • • 

• • • • • • • --. . • • . • t • "" I • • -""' • .. • • · · ·~ ,.. • ,... • . ,. • • · -""'-I 
A basic decision is n'eedCd :from· "~the :·cO::nrssion to est.al:iliah 

criteria for releases from· tlie ·m··l~it·~ - d~ing cleanup. In the ab
sence of firm criteria there is . not·~ adequate basis for us to plan 
or proceed nor to ·guide the Cotcdssion·.at&.ff in their wo=k. We · 
believe existing Com=ission criteria an~ ~egulations, incl~din9 
proper recognition and application of the ALARA principle, are 
fully adequate to protect tha public and our e:nployeea. We see no 
valid basis for irnpos!Di additional more stringent criteria to 
releases and shipments from 'l'MI.'than are·;applied elsewhere-parti
cularly if they increase actual do&e and riak to ecployees • . We 
do recognize that the unprece~ented 'task that~ies· ahead will re
quire our continuing development of . ~ec~cal skills and management 
controls. . · ·· : · : · ~;_, . \ -: .. ·.. . · .. . .. ·:· .. ; .. .. ~· .. 

• • • • • • • • i . 

Onder our license we are reaponiible~or ce~ducting our opera
tions so as to assure the healt.'l and · safety of the public a.nd our 
employees. For the reasons outlined above, it is our firm conviction 
that this responsibility can only be. met by proceeding with de
liberate speed with the cleanup. The problem will ~~t go away. We 

• cannot rest until all radioactive materials are safely removed 
from the site and placed in a more suitable repository. . .. . . 

We request the Co~ssion'a consideration of the above in its 
=eview of these matte;:~ .• ~ .a~cl~!_cally_:that 'pro;&l.t:...~~tJ.on .~ taken 
to: . · .• ·:: .. -:... L . _ : :;.:~.-.• ~·t..;~ ·:: ~ ... ...::...-=-:..:..:._..:: . · · . . .. .. -=,~ ., ... ·.- .--;.-... ·:· . .. -·--·- ... " 

Reaffi~ existing Commiasio~ criteria AI the baaea · for 
releases from the site. . ~:· . · · . . ... . . ... ..... .. - . ... . . . . . ... .. . . ,_ ........ .. __ . __ .. . - . . -
Approve our request· ~o proceed· v~th -ccmtrcll~ purqing 
of the containment and per.dt i..D.!.tial ·air· .loclc ent..-y 
immediately. · . .. : . · = .·.. ..... . 
~econaider Cccciss!.on requirement to aolieify ~efc~e 
shipping the existing EPICOR II :esins and those ~hich 
will become available during an interim period. We a:e 
preparing a lette: which will provide additional de-
taila on this =atter. · ... · · · . . . 

. ' .. · .. . : ... . 
;.. .,. .. . . . . ~ . ·.:· . . . 
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Establish quiclel:!ne8~C~eed~:{ to~·pe'r.:U. t;• pro:D?t Co::"nission 
action on fu~e·.·~~~~~~i;T~sl!sh.o~l'~-:~~.cluda . e'~tab- 1· 

lishnlent of p:actic:a~:;:~.,v.~~·j;p~fappE~~~l··.~~~orit{Y. : 
• 4 .. ·,;: .,..·i.,H~.1·.,~·•;;f!· .... ~ .. ·-. ·! ·· • • · • • . . ......... ·.c·•' .. '#r.~~&;.. .. • .. \ • 

We believe· it: also would· ·ba·:appropri:ate~'and:·hel'p~l to provi e 
for regular joint managemen~ :rev~~. · of. 'TMI~~:.Cle~up ~:ac·fivities im
portant to public safety • . s.ince·o\ir· indi),1.dual ·re~ponsibilities . 
cannot be fulfilled without subat.a.;ltia.l ~'teractiop .-between our ~e
specti vc ~rganizations 1 I thiilr. : "*: c~~··.,oth dl':ec~: our activitie 
more effectively if a aenior representative of ~RC ~agement: an 
a senior ~ember of GPO manag~~ent meat per!qdically and review and 
evaluate the status of cleanup activities. : This cou~d contribute\ 
substantially to timely resolution of issues which may otherwise l 
cause delays in proceeding with the .cle~iup. I a-lao· .suggest that1 
a representative from the Co~nwea~tp of .P~nnsylvania may wish t~ 
participate in such meetings in o:r;der .. to Jacilitat'e their review ~ 
of site activities. I would _be happy .to pursue this suggestion w~th 
whatever member of the NRC staff .you suggest· would! be the appro
priate representative for such an ac~ivity.. . · .: . 
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Commissioner V. 
Cocnissioner R. 
Commissioner J. 
Co::missioner P. 
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Gilinsky 
T. ReMedy 
H. Hendrie 
A.· Bradford 
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_ __:__.. . - . :.. .... -·- .. ····--· 
W. J. Dircks·· · ·• :- · -·· · 
Acting Executive Director for Operations, USNRC 

H. R. Denton, Director . _ 
office of Nuclear ~ceor·:~~latiop 

v. Stello, Jr., Director · : 
Office of Inspection ' EnfoJ:Camant 

c. E. Jones, Secreta.-y 
PeMsylva.nia Depa.:t:.ent of Z.1vircnr.ental Resources 

w. w. Scranton III 
Lt. Gov. of. Pennsylvania 
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